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value. Fifty-six pages are devoted to the whole period before the seven- 
teenth century; fourteen of these are given to the Greeks, and very meager 
pages they are. One sentence is devoted to the theory of Copernicus (p. 55) : 
"He came to see that the apparent revolution of the heavenly bodies about 
the earth from east to west is really owing to the revolution of the earth on its 
axis from west to east." There is thus no reference to the annual motion of 
earth or sun ! This may be taken as a fair index of the scholarly pretensions of 
the book. It has none. The seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth cen- 
turies are more fully, but scarcely more adequately treated. There is however 
a considerable amount of biographical material, which to the bright young 
student may be usefully suggestive. 

Theodore de Laguna. 
Bryn Mawr College. 
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